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Fishing activities assessed:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The NWIFCA has assessed shrimp push netting fishing activity in the Dee Estuary European 
Site. 
 
Activity data was collected by NWIFCA Fishery Officers who report that shrimp push netting 
in the Dee Estuary European Site has only been seen on one occasion where one fisherman 
push netted on a recreational basis in the north Wirral foreshore area, and not in the Dee 
itself (pers. comm. local IFCO, 2015). This activity was seen 5 years ago in 2010. 
 
Defra’s Revised Approach to the management of Fisheries in European Marine Sites (EMS) 
is limited to commercial fishing. 
 
As shrimp push netting in the Dee Estuary European Site has only been carried out 
recreationally, the NWIFCA has screened it out of this process.  
 
Activity will continue to be monitored and should the nature of shrimp push netting in the Dee 
Estuary European Site change and become commercial it will be assessed in accordance 
with the Revised Approach. 
 
 
 
 

Gear type(s):    Shrimp push-nets 
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Site:  Dee Estuary 
European Designated Sites: UK0030131  Dee Estuary/Aber Dyfrdwy Special Area of  
      Conservation (SAC) 

UK9013011  The Dee Estuary Special Protection Area (SPA) 
UK11082  The Dee Estuary Ramsar Site 
(UK9020287  Mersey Narrows and North Wirral Foreshore Special 
Protection Area (SPA) and UK11042 Mersey Narrows and North Wirral 
Foreshore Ramsar overlaps this site- assessed separately in NWIFCA-
MN-SPA-006) 
(UK9020294 Liverpool Bay/Bae Lerpwl SPA adjoins this site) 
 
 

European Marine Site:   Dee Estuary 
 
Only features within the English part of the EMS are assessed by NWIFCA. 
 



Annex 1: Natural England’s consultation advice 

 


