
 

 
 
 
 
West of Walney MCZ was designated in January 2016. It covers an area of around 388km2. The 
site is located in the Irish Sea, off the coast of Cumbria and to the west of Walney Island. Most 
of the site is in inshore waters, with a small section crossing the 12 nautical mile boundary into 
offshore waters. 
 
Designated features: sea-pen and burrowing megafauna communities; subtidal mud; subtidal 
sand. 
 
Management: West of Walney MCZ spans the 6nm limit and so is covered by byelaws 
introduced by the Marine management Organisation, which came into force on the 4th July 
2019. The MMO introduced a prohibition on the use of bottom towed fishing gear in the MCZ. 
The MMO works in close liaison with NWIFCA to co-manage the area and NWIFCA has agreed to 
support the MMO with information on fishing activity to ensure a consistent approach to 
management of fishing within the West of Walney MCZ. 
 
 
NE site view – Designated Sites View (naturalengland.org.uk) 
NEs advice – Marine site detail (naturalengland.org.uk) 
Defra factsheet – West of Walney MCZ factsheet (publishing.service.gov.uk) 
Magic map – Magic Map Application (defra.gov.uk) 
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https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteGeneralDetail.aspx?SiteCode=UKMCZ0045&SiteName=&countyCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea=
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/Marine/MarineSiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=UKMCZ0045&SiteName=&SiteNameDisplay=West%20of%20Walney%20MCZ&countyCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea=&NumMarineSeasonality=&HasCA=1
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/492471/mcz-west-walney-factsheet.pdf
https://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx?srs=WGS84&chosenLayers=mczIndex,mczfociPIndex,mczhociPIndex,mczbshPIndex,mczhociIndex,mczbshIndex,backdropDIndex,backdropIndex,europeIndex,vmlBWIndex,25kBWIndex,50kBWIndex,250kBWIndex,miniscaleBWIndex&box=-3.73831766199993:53.9184605990001:-3.36170972599993:54.1895811470001&useDefaultbackgroundMapping=false

